GridPP Policy in respect of use of the SuperJANET Dedicated Bandwidth Service.

20 December 2006
The SuperJANET-5 dedicated bandwidth service (DBS) becomes available from January 2007. It is timely to formalise a (fairly common-sense) policy in respect of possible future T2 dedicated bandwidth requests in respect of the LCG to ensure that GridPP presents a coherent picture to UKERNA. This has been requested of us by UKERNA.

We must in all cases bear in mind some important principles:

(i) The DBS is intended to be used for R&D connections which would normally be expected to have a lifetime of ~ 6 months.

(ii) The DBS connections do not provide general bandwidth, but only point to point connections between two specified end points.

(iii) DBS connections are not intended to provide a replacement for the SuperJANET IP production service, particularly where the IP service is manifestly adequate.

(iv) Should we (GridPP) choose to request additional connections then it has been requested that we do so as part of an overall plan.

(v) In the case of any possible long lived connections then it is expected that we would only do so if and when where there is a clears case that requirements would not be satisfied by the IP production network.

With these points in mind the policy is as follows:

1. GridPP will draw up a forward look for bandwidth requirements for the LCG and if necessary identify any places where possible problems may arise in respect of T2 point-to-point bandwidth requirements. 

2. GridPP will communicate this forward look to UKERNA though a single point of contact acting on behalf of the PMB. This point of contact will be used to ensure UKERNA has the overall picture and knows the information is being passed on behalf of GridPP/LCG.

3. If it transpires that, with the agreement of UKERNA, the UK experimental coordinators and the relevant T2 management boards, additional point to point connections are required then these will be requested.

4. The relevant end points will then be asked to instigate such connection request through normal channels [it should be noted that the UKERNA policy for a DBS service connection now includes a stipulation that both end sites proved a written assurance that the respective IT services will transport the DBS connection across the campus to the end points].

5. It follows that T2 sites should not make individual ad-hoc independent requests to UKERNA for DBS connectivity outside of the overall plan. 

This policy refers only to potentially long lived connections for LCG data transport. It does not mean to inhibit any connection requests for short lived R&D purposes. Sites are free to do this as would any other research groups. It would nevertheless be beneficial to all if such requests were made known to GridPP centrally and hence included in any communications GridPP has with UKERNA.

