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Introduction

GridPP has had a busy and successful year to date in dissemination. It has continued to expand its range of events, with the Real Time Monitor displayed at the Science Museum, stands at several conferences and an exhibition at the BA Festival of Science. Sir Alan Sugar opened the QMUL e-science centre, resulting in articles in several national newspapers, and GridPP’s small knowledge transfer programme has led to venture capital funding for one of our industrial partners. GridPP has also taken over management of LHC@home, a widely used volunteer computing program. Looking to the future, the GridPP dissemination team has bid to join the EGEE-III project, and is considering plans for potential sponsorship during GridPP3.
Events and demonstrations

Since the last Oversight Committee meeting in January 2007, GridPP has presented demonstrations and stands at seven events. The first of these was an exhibition at the London Science Museum developed by STFC’s LHC Promotion Group. Called ‘The Big Bang!’, the exhibition was opened on 3 April by Sir Martin Rees, the Astronomer Royal, and ran in the Antenna section of the Science Museum until the end of September. As well as panels and graphics depicting the Grid, the exhibition included an interactive version of the Real Time Monitor, which visitors could use to travel around the Grid. This was an excellent way of introducing thousands of people to the Grid, and reaching a different audience to our usual events. The exhibition will now go on a tour of science centres and museums around the UK.
Another major event was the opening of QMUL’s e-Science Cluster by Sir Alan Sugar, famed from his appearances on The Apprentice and also Chairman of Viglen, which provided most of the computers for the cluster. Timed at the start of May to coincide with the latest series of The Apprentice, the event gathered a great deal of publicity for the Grid and LHC, including articles in the Daily Mail, The Sun, The Telegraph, The Guardian and Channel 4 news online.
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	The Big Bang exhibition
at the Science Museum
	Tony Doyle with Sir Alan Sugar at the opening of the QMUL e-science cluster


In another first for GridPP, the collaboration attended the British Association for the Advancement of Science’s annual Festival of Science in September. This year the Festival was in York, and GridPP took a stand and demonstrations for one of the afternoons. Those who attended were busy with a steady stream of people all afternoon, holding in-depth discussions and distributing new ‘magic cubes’ with GridPP images. The BA Festival also saw a presentation by Dave Britton on ‘The Grid: A supercomputer in everyone's lounge?’ to an audience of several hundred as part of an STFC session on LHC. Overall, it was considered well worth attending and GridPP will bid to hold one or more events at next year’s Festival.
As in previous years, GridPP held stands at range of scientific events, including the IoP HEPP group annual meeting in Guildford (2-5 April), Computing for High Energy Physics in Victoria, Canada (2-7 September) and the UK e-Science All Hands Meeting in Nottingham (10-13 September). The UK’s largest Grid event was held in Manchester in May, with a joint Open Grid Forum meeting and EGEE User Forum. GridPP was part of the UK e-Science ‘village’ on an STFC e-science stand, showing the Real Time Monitor to a cross-section of the meeting’s 900 attendees.
Steve Lloyd represented GridPP at a breakfast meeting of the Parliamentary and Scientific Committee organised with STFC to publicise the LHC. Held in the Palace of Westminster, attendees proved interested in the Grid, asking questions and engaging in discussion after the talks. Finally, GridPP also took part in two workshops to encourage new users, one from ScotGrid and one by the London Tier-2. Both were very successful, presenting the Grid to a range of potential academic users and resulting in a number of collaborations that are being explored.

	Steve Lloyd talks about 
the Grid in Parliament
	The GridPP stand at the 
BA Festival of Science


Press and News

GridPP has put out 3 press releases since the last Oversight Committee meeting:

· PPARC announces £30m for physics Grid, 28 March 2007, with STFC.

· Sir Alan Sugar unveils new High-Performance Computer Cluster, 4 May 2007, with QMUL and Viglen

· Grid helps find one picture in a million, 6 July 2007, with STFC as a result of GridPP’s collaboration with Imense, a high-tech start up. The collaboration was enabled by STFC’s KITE club and funded by a PIPSS award.
All of these received press coverage, with the Sir Alan Sugar event resulting in articles in many of the national papers, as mentioned above, as well as technology sites such as The Register. Certainly the article in the show business section of The Sun saw the Grid and LHC reach new and unexpected audiences. The Imense press release was also widely reported, leading to Imense being named as a start-up to watch on the BBC news website and with news items in French and Hungarian.
GridPP continues as one of four contributing projects to International Science Grid This Week, with articles published on the GridPP site review process, a Grid briefing for the UK Parliament, ATLAS tests of Grid usability, a GridPP project profile and on the EUGridPMA meeting at RAL in January. GridPP has also provided images of the week and announcements for iSGTW. Several of GridPP’s news items have been reproduced by GridToday and in newsletters such as the CERN Courier and Imperial College News.
We have published 24 news items on the GridPP website (http://gridpp.ac.uk/news) since the start of February 2007.
Industry
GridPP’s industry programme has seen its first results, from its project with Cambridge Ontology (now known as Imense Ltd). Imense are a Cambridge start-up developing image search algorithms, who obtained a PIPSS award to test their software working with the GridPP team at Cambridge University. Using GANGA and 5 GridPP sites, they were able to run their software against 3 million images. This has led directly to venture capital funding of £500,000 for Imense, to help them bring a product or service to market next year.
GridPP’s two other industrial projects are ongoing:

· Total’s Geoscience Research Center, based in Aberdeen, is testing the potential of Grid computing using an application that analyses the seismic response of marine tests. They initially used the EGEE GILDA testbed, but GridPP has helped them to enable a Total VO so that they can run their applications on the wider EGEE Grid.

· Econophysica is a financial data analysis company, based at QMUL. They have been awarded a mini-PIPSS grant to employ someone to work on adapting their applications to run on the cluster at QMUL.
During the summer we also sponsored two UK students to CERN’s openlab industry programme.

GridPP website

The GridPP website is still a core tool for the project. Successful page requests continue to increase, with more than 250,000 in the peak month of August 2007. In addition to the widely-used Wiki, GridPP has begun to make extensive use of blogs for communicating technical developments at sites. Each of the Tier-2s now runs a regular blog, which are aggregated on the Planet GridPP site (http://planet.gridpp.ac.uk/ ) and reported on the GridPP home page. Planet GridPP also includes blogs from GridPP operations, GridPP storage, MonAMI, Steve Lloyd’s ATLAS tests and Steve Traylen’s work at CERN. The blogs are proving a vital communications tool, with the Planet GridPP aggregator making it convenient for project members and others to keep up to date with work in all areas of the collaboration.
GridPP also experimented with blogs at the May 2007 OGF20/EGEE User forum, with three members of the project taking part in CERN’s Gridcast programme. This encourages attendees at major conferences to blog on their experiences, publishing them alongside podcasts of interviews from the conference. 
LHC@home

GridPP has now taken over the running of LHC@home, a volunteer computing project with 30,000 users. LHC@home runs an accelerator program called Sixtrack on users’ home or work computers, and is now run from a server at QMUL and managed by QMUL staff, with support from CERN.

To date, QMUL have redesigned the project’s webpage (http://lhcathome.cern.ch ) and fixed a number of small bugs in the program, for example on accounting individual users’ activity. The project has a number of very engaged users, and monitoring and replying to messages on the discussion boards is an important part of its management. 

One of the main issues with LHC@home is the amount of computing work available from Sixtrack. Work is submitted by an individual physicist at TRIUMPF in Canada, and is generally acquired by users as soon as it appears on the server. As a result of GridPP funding a CERN Openlab student over the summer, an extra application (Garfield) is now ready to run. In addition, Sixtrack will shortly see more work produced as a new simulation comes on line. Nevertheless, a key part of making the most of the project will be increasing the amount of work available, in particular to enable publicity for the project and to encourage more users to register.
EGEE-III
During EGEE-I and II, the GridPP dissemination team have worked closely with EGEE outreach on press releases, news and events, although QMUL was not an official partner in EGEE. However, in the EGEE-III bid the NA2 (Dissemination) activity will move to a model with clusters of excellence led by different regions. It is planned that the UK will host the press, PR and marketing to new users cluster, which will be led by QMUL.

GridPP sites will play two roles in the cluster:

· The cluster will provide support for the Real Time Monitor at Imperial College. IC will maintain the RTM in its several forms, and continue to extend the information it shows, for example graphs of usage at sites and transfer histories.

· QMUL will work in partnership with the NGS outreach officer at Manchester University to write press releases for EGEE and manage an events programme, including 2-3 small events each year and one large event during the course of the project (for example, Supercomputing). 

This bid will part-fund the GridPP Dissemination Officer for 0.375FTE over two years. In addition, as GridPP and NGS become more closely aligned, and progress is made towards a UK National Grid Infrastructure, this plan will allow more a more coherent dissemination strategy and closer integration between the projects’ outreach activities. 

QMUL has also led a further dissemination bid for the EU e-Infrastrutures call. Entitled ‘GridTalk’, this would provide a full-time staff member at QMUL to report on the successes stories of Europe’s Grid projects, aimed at policy makers in government and industry. GridTalk would also fund the activities of International Science Grid This Week and the GridCafé website, based at other partners. 
Possibilities for sponsorship

As requested by the Oversight Committee, we are considering the potential for funding some of GridPP’s future dissemination activities through industrial sponsorship. Computer suppliers, for example those providing GridPP’s equipment, may be keen to pay to have their names associated with a high profile, high-tech event such as the switch-on of the LHC. In addition, we have ongoing dissemination activates, such as a possible film for Teachers’ TV, that could be attractive to potential sponsors. GridPP already has some experience of sponsorship, with conference dinners at the regular GridPP Collaboration meetings generally sponsored by suppliers for around ~£5k. 

Possible routes for sponsorship discussed with CERN and others include:

· Overall sponsorship. It would be possible for a company, or group of companies, to sponsor the GridPP project as a whole. They would have their logo on the GridPP website, on any literature produced by GridPP, press releases, posters, etc. Potential sponsors under this model would include GridPP’s larger suppliers, such as Clustervision and Viglen. However, this approach runs the risk of too much ‘capture’ of GridPP’s image by the supplier, so a less general route might be preferred.
· Sponsorship of a single project. An alternative is for a company to sponsor a single GridPP dissemination project, such as LHC@home. This would work best if the sponsoring company has some link to the project – for example, if LHC@home is running on one of their servers. The possibility has also been raised of approaching Microsoft, as LHC@home runs on Windows machines, or Apple, who have expressed an interest in running LHC@home on Macs.
· Sponsored fellowship. One option might be for sponsorship of an individual, to work on dissemination projects of interest to both GridPP and the sponsoring body. This model has been used successfully by CERN in collaboration with HP.

· Small-scale sponsorship of events. GridPP could work with sponsors on individual events, perhaps on sponsorship for Supercomputing, CHEP, AHM or a mix or these. The sponsor would pay costs, and as result have their logo on GridPP material produced for the event, and possibly have their own literature or a company representative on the stand. However, many of our costs for events are currently covered by STFC, so this may be less lucrative than other methods. 
STFC have confirmed that such sponsorship would be allowed within their funding rules. Each of these approaches has advantages and drawbacks. Previous experience suggests that arrangements with industry can be difficult to agree and require substantial time from the negotiating team. In general, we consider that the sponsorship would need to be for £10k or above to make the process worthwhile. In the lead up to GridPP3 we will discuss the models above with some of GridPP’s suppliers to see where their interests lie, aiming towards a first sponsored activity as part of this initiative by the end of 2008.
Future work

Over the next few months, the GridPP dissemination team will focus on:

· Extending the applications that run on LHC@home, so that there is a continuous stream of work. GridPP plans to bid for an STFC Science and Society award in this area.
· Preparation for events, including Supercomputing ‘07 in Reno.
· GridPP will bid to take part in the Royal Society Summer Exhibition and in the BA Festival 2008.
· Exploring options for industrial sponsorship of GridPP’s dissemination activities.

· Planning dissemination work for EGEE-III’s start in April 2008, in collaboration with NGS.
· Working with STFC’s LHC Promotion Group on plans for events and activities around the turn-on of LHC in 2008.
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